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Ministries at
St. Andrew

The PULSE
For our prayers

December calendar

Pray/Participate:

15t.7™" _ Serve at the Colder
Weather Shelter

5" . A Yule-tide Youth &
Youngins’ Event, 1-3pm

7™ - Ministry Team Meetings

12" - Rose Parade Float
decorating, 9am-5pm

16™ — Advent Worship at
St. Andrew

17" - IHOP Fundraiser,
5-10pm — Whittwood
Town Center

19" - Church Work Day

21%- Reflective (Blue)
Worship Service, 7pm

24" _ Christmas Eve
Services- 5,7 & 11pm

December 2009

OT. ANDREW
ACARTBEAT

Important Dates and Times

~Christmas Eve Worship~
5:00 - Family Worship

7:00 - Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion

11:00 - Candlelight worship with Holy Communion
and Sanctuary Choir

~Wednesday Advent Worship~
Light supper at 6:30 and worship at 7:15
Dec. 27 - Shepherd of the Hills
Dec. 9t — Salem
Dec. 16t — St Andrew

~Reflective (Blue) Christmas~
Monday, Dec. 215t 3t 7:00

~New Member Classes~
Sunday, Dec. 6t at 9:30 and 11:30
And
Sunday, Dec. 13t at 9:30 and 11:30

Here's an idea...
Put “Christ” back in “Christmas”...and greet each other by saying
“Merry Christmas!”


www.StAndrewLutheranChurch.org
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The DMV Saga Continues for the “inconsistent” Pastor Skip

Dear friends;

It was my first driving test since I was sixteen years old. Having been to the DMV twice before while trying
to renew my license, I was now a veteran of the DMV wars, and entered the building with confidence. I
walked right to window 35 but was deflated when I saw the line of other drivers in line waiting for their test.

As I'looked around, I noticed I was the only one in my age group. The others were either taking their first
driving test and looked like, well...babies, while the other group was much older and looked like a

commercial for Geritol. After handing in my paper work, I waited to be called. Twenty minutes later [ was
called.

Now I was in my car in another line waiting. When it was my turn the driving tester (?) asked me a few
questions as he checked the car. One of the questions was, “How do you turn on the lights?”” Uh, Oh. My car
has automatic lights...they come on automatically. In the three plus years I have had the car I have never
turned the lights “on.” He had to show me where the light switch was. Now I feel like the sixteen year old
who doesn’t have a clue.

The driving test itself went fine. At least I thought so. The tester, however, thought differently. The first
words out of his mouth were, “I can flunk you.” Panic! He said I was “inconsistent” in my driving skills and
needed to be more consistent when I changed lanes or turned. I needed to turn on the signal, look in the
mirror and look over my shoulder every time.

So I passed...just barely...and I have to go through the whole process again in two years. On the way home I
was thinking, what if there was a test or a performance level that Christians had to endure to prove their
worthiness. There might be questions like, “Do you put God first in all that you do?” “Do you pray every
day?” “Do you attend church regularly?” “Do you always, sometimes or hardly ever give back to God from
your time, talents and treasures?”

I asked myself'if the tester would find my Christian living to be “inconsistent.” The answer is yes. And I
need forgiveness and reconciliation. I need to be held in God’s love and told, “it’s ok, you’re gonna be
alright.” Even though I’'m inconsistent or may even flunk my Christ-worthy test, Jesus is there to say, “it’s
ok. I love you. Now, go and do your best.” And through God’s grace, I receive another chance, and another
and another.

How about you? At this time of the year, maybe it’s time you renewed your Christian commitment. Through
you baptism, God renews you every day. Now, how are you going to respond to God’s amazing grace?

Blessings and love from,

“Inconsistent” Pastor Skip
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New Member’s Class

December 6" and 13™

For anyone interested in knowing more about St Andrew, or anyone wishing to join, there will
be New Member informational classes on successive Sundays. Here is the schedule:

Option 1 - Sunday, 12/ 6 and 13 from 9:30 to 10:15
Option2 - Sunday, 12/6 and 13 from 11:45 to 12:30

Information about St Andrew, being a Lutheran, the Sacraments, Apostles’ Creed and Lord’s
Prayer will be included in a fun, relaxed atmosphere. The class will be led by Pastor Skip.

The next New Member’s Class will be in April.

Decorate Rose Parade Floats

Millions of people watch the Rose Parade every New Year’s Day morning. This year, St
Andrew will be helping to decorate several Rose Parade Floats as “Petal Pushers.” The Petal
Pushers are part of “The Lutheran Hour” Float Team that supplies volunteers for seventeen
other floats.

We will be working two days during the month of December. Our first date will be Saturday,
December 12" from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. At this point the floats are only skeletons, and we
will spend the day covering the skeletons with seeds and leaves and other bionic materials.
Then on Thursday, December 31%, we will be part of the rush to put the finishing touches on
the floats by attaching all the beautiful flowers. Because the float decorating area is a
working area, children must be thirteen years old, and for every five teens, there must be
one adult.

Everyone who volunteers must wear a Petal Pusher tee shirt or sweatshirt in order to be
allowed to enter and move about the secured area where the floats are decorated.

Elena and | have participated in float decorating for several years and find it fun and
delightfully rewarding. And whether you’re watching the Tournament Of Roses Parade in
Pasadena or in front of your television set, it is a thrill to watch “your” float as they move in
front of the viewing area.

To volunteer, just sign up in the Narthex or call the church office. | hope you’ll be able to
join us on this exciting adventure!



Heartbeat

“The Invitation”

On December 20™, St Andrew will be worshiping in the former sanctuary, now
called the Fellowship Hall. Why? Because there will be a special presentation
that features a worship drama called “The Invitation.” We will be singing
Christmas Carols and participating in the story of a pastor encouraging his
congregation to make Christmas special.

We will meet the widow, the single-mom of a busy family, the family struggling
with a sick child and the perfect family. We get a glimpse into their lives (as well
as our own) and will be given the opportunity to share “The Invitation” with our
family and friends through the gift of a candy cane. It will all come clear on the
20™ of December.

St Andrew & the Cold Weather Shelter

From Monday November 30™ through Sunday, December 6", St Andrew
members will be cooking and serving breakfast and dinner to the homeless as
part of the Whittier Cold Weather Shelter. The week our members are serving is
the very first week the cold weather shelter is open. This is a powerful outreach
to our community and to those who need to see and feel Christ’s living
presence.

Thank you to everyone who has signed up. If you would like to participate,
please call the church office.
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Ministries at St. Andrew

Cookie Exchange

Save the date — Sunday, December 13, 3:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall — for the Women of the ELCA cookie
exchange. If you would like to participate in the exchange, bring 8 dozen cookies and an empty container.
You don’t have to participate in the cookie exchange if you don’t want to — just come and enjoy an afternoon
of fellowship!

December Celebrations

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
3 Kathy McKinney 22 Zachary Serrano 25 Richard & Norma Kelly
6 Charlene Schneider 23 Chris Allen

7 Susan Martin 23 Stephanie Sipple

9 Theo Robson 27 Archie Headon

11 Linda Serrano 27 Leia Holden

13 Natalie Dickerson 29 Mardie Heller

13 Tom Smith 29 Liz Murphy

14 Irma Majeska 29 Amy Rosario

15 Matt Barton 31 Damon DiRuscio

16 Pat Drazan 31 Jim Johnson

19 Art Revueltas 31 Jasmine Simmons

21 Lowell Tunberg

“SPRUCE UP FOR CHRISTMAS” WORKDAY
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
8:00A.M. TO 12 NOON

It's time to clean those pew racks, dust the furniture, pull the weeds, rake the leaves, trim the bushes and
tackle anything else you see that needs attention. Please join us on the 19th. We have the equipment - we
need YOU to come and use it!
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Your Help is needed!

We are in need of volunteers to read, greet, help with communion and usher at the

5:00pm and 7:00pm Christmas Eve worship services and greeters and ushers for the 11:00pm Christmas
Eve worship. If you would like to help, please call the church office.

Also, watch for the 2010 Flower Chart posted in the narthex. You can sign up to have flowers in the church
on a Sunday morning to celebrate a special day or in memory of a loved one. Arrangements are ordered
from Scotty’s Flowers and are $25.

How Are We Doing?

Attendance Tithes & Offering
November 1 161 $ 9,388.55
November 8 174 5,128.00
November 15 183 $ 4,810.00
$19,326.55

Needed to meet budget (3 weeks) - $22,300.05

o5l

To my St. Andrew Family,

Thank you for your prayers, cards, flowers and telephone calls during and after my hip replacement surgery.
Also, thank you to Pastor Skip for his visit. | am home now getting better each day.
Sandy McElrath

SOS

(Sharing Our Selves)

A Ministry for Members of St. Andrew Lutheran Church
If you or anyone you know in the congregation is in need
of a little short-term help, please give our dedicated
phone line a call and leave a message.

562-906-4S0S (4767)

We have volunteers ready to help with providing a ride,
providing a meal, running an errand, small fix-it jobs or
visiting a shut-in.

We want to thank all the SOS volunteers and hope you
will continue to help as needed.
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We Are People of Prayer

Remember in Prayer

Members of St. Andrew

Heinz Buchholz (Parkinson’s Disease rigidity), Jerry Dagen (cataract surg.), Kaila Dawn (severe asthma);
Zachary Dawn (seizures); Char Defeo (cancer treatment); Doris Donoho; Yvonne Downs
(olivopontocerebellar atrophy-hereditary); Barbara DuBois (MS-at Royal Court); Adele Fosburg (Monaco
Crest Guest Home), Hannelore Genteman (continued healing); Betty Headon; Del Hopkins; Doris Johnson
(back & leg pain); Shirley Kellison (urology problems, anemia); Dan Lewis (cancer treatment); Sandy
McElrath (hip replacement surg. 11/3); Garry McMurray (continued healing); Joel Peters (head and spine
injuries); Family & Friends of Betty Richter in her death; Kathy Robson (Wegeners granulomatosis); Amy
Rosario (complications from Lyme Disease); Sally Sauer; Charlene Schneider; Carolyn Seely; Betty Skarda
(continued healing); Lowell Tunberg (heart surg.-continued healing); Levonne Webster (back-comp. discs &
lung & breathing problems); Ann Wilcox; Joy Wolverton (liver cancer); William Young (Assisted Living,
Garden Grove)

Family & Friends

Helen Anderson (arm & hand pain), Caleb Bryant (newborn-kidney disease), Amy Chidthai (surgery-tumor
in inner ear & thyroid problem), Rozanna DeForest (ovarian cancer), John Dougherty (melanoma), Ann
Marie Effert (knee injury); Roger Fitch (cancer), Tom Fox (brain tumor), Jim Freisen (prostate cancer), Rick
Gay (51 yr. old-massive stroke), Ardis Gibson (cancer surg.), Linda Greiner (cancer), Kay Giriffith (spot on
lung), Brittney Hansen, Ruth Hansen (broken pelvis), Carl Henderson (cancer-esophagus), Barry Holden
(colon cancer), Melody Mayfield (MS), Bernice Pakkala (Alzheimers), Susan Prieto (tests), Lucille Regehr
(prayers), Trina Serrano (Whittier Hills Conv.), Family of Mary Skeers on her death, Cody Skidmore (knee
injury), Myrna Smith, Roger Smith (eye), Kai Soholt (cancer treatment), Rose Stack (heart attack & by-pass
surg.), Blake Stenback (going to Iraq), Lou Whitney (sudden blindness)

Family & Friends-Long term
Brian Earnest-AIDS, Mabel McKinney-chronic pneumonia, Kari Sortum-MS, Herb Webster-low blood
pressure-pacemaker—lungs-COPD

(Note: While we continue to lift up everyone on our prayer list to God’s love and care, we want to
stay as up-to-date and current as possible. Please remember you can add anyone to our prayer
list each month, or call us with updates about how to pray for them. Thank you for your faithful
prayers.)

Can you help? Lorel Morgan needs someone to sit with Hannelore on Saturday nights from 5:30-10:30p.m.
If you can help, please call Lorel at (562) 868-7060.

REOUESTS
— FOR——
PRAY ER
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What's happening with
the St. Andreww YoOUuth?

3-  Rose Parade Float Decorating

: DECEMBER: :

: 5"~ AYule-tide Youth & Youngins' Event, --3pm : *Andy’s Attic — Sundays @ 9:30am :
2"™-  Rose Parade Float Decorating *ELEVATE - Sundays @ 9:30am
P . . : ¢ *StAT.IC.-Sundays from 6-8pm :
: 247- Christmas Eve Services: 5,7 &lpm : :
. : : *Confirmation - Wednesdays from 6-7pm - :

*Cherub Choir — Thursdays from 615-7pm =

A Yule-tide Youth & Youngins’ Event

Adults, do you need a couple of hours to get some Christmas errands done without your little ones? Kids,
would you like to come and hangout with some friends at church for a couple of hours? | can’t imagine you
would say no, so make plans to join us for A Yule-tide Youth & Youngins’ Event! On Saturday, December 5%,
from 1-3pm, kids are invited to come and watch the VeggieTales ‘Saint Nicholas’ movie, have cookies & hot
chocolate, and do some crafts. To top it off..Santa will be here for pictures! Bring some friends with you too.
Parents will be asked to sign your kids in at the door and return by 3pm to pick them up.

The Giving Tree

We have once again teamed up with the Interfaith Food Center during this holiday season
to help brighten some lives in our community. Over the next couple of weeks, there will be
a Christmas tree in the entryway of the church. On that tree will be paper ornaments with
something written on the back. Each ornament has ‘boy’ or ‘girl’ written on it, along with
an age range. If you would like to take an ornament you can then buy a gift that will suit
that gender and age. Then, place that gift under the tree and they will be delivered to the
Interfaith Food Center. These Christmas gifts will then go to children in our community who
might not otherwise receive one. Thanks in advance for your caring hearts!

We still need YOUR help!!

Our Homework Club ministry continues to grow as we work with 1** through 5" graders from La Colima. With
that great blessing comes the need for more volunteers! If you are able to spend one hour each week, every
other week, or every Monday & Wednesday during the school year, working with this great group, please let
us know. No experience is necessary, just a heart to serve.




Sunday

Every Sunday
8:15 Worship

9:20 Andy’s Attic,
Elevate & Adult class
10:30 Worship
12:30-3 Hispanic Ch.

Monday

6
12:30-3 Hispanic
Ch.-FH,CR, Rms 8
&9

12:30 Altar Guild
at Sipple’s

5:30 Men’s 12 step

13

12:30-3 Hispanic
Ch.-FH, CR, Rms
8&9

3:00 Cookie
Eschange

5:30 Men’s 12 step

20

12:30-3 Hispanic
Ch.-FH, CR, Rms
8&9

5:30 Men’s 12 step

27 Noisy Offering
12:30-3 Hispanic
Ch.-FH, CR, Rms
8&9

5:30 Men’s 12 step

7

2:30 Homework
Club

5:30 Worship &

Music
7 Ministry Teams

14

2:30 Homework
Club

21

7 Reflective
Worship Service

28

Heartbeat

December 2009
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
R Cold 2 ----Weather 3 - Shelter
Plus50’s-Mimi’s 10-12 Tutoring

7 Executive Team

7 Rejoice Band

7 Men’s Bible Study
7 Hispanic Ch,Rm 8

8

6 Tapestry Bells

7 Rejoice Band

7 Men’s Bible Study
7 Boy Scouts

7 Hispanic Ch,Rm 8

15 Heartbeat
Deadline

6 Tapestry Bells

7 Rejoice Band

7 Church Council

7 Men’s Bible Study
7 Hispanic Ch,Rm 8

22

6 Tapestry Bells

7 Rejoice Band

7 Men’s Bible Study
7 Boy Scouts

7 Hispanic Ch,Rm 8

29

1-3:30 Book Club

6 Tapestry Bells

7 Rejoice Band

7 Men’s Bible Study
7 Hispanic Ch,Rm 8

6 Confirmation
6:15 Cherub Choir
6:30 Soup & 7:15
Worship-Shepherd

9 10-12 Tutoring
2:30 Homework
Club

6 Confirmation
6:15 Cherub Choir
6:30 Soup &
7:15Worship-Salem

16 10-12 Tutoring
2:30 Homework
Club
6:15 Cherub Choir
6:30 Soup &
7:15 Worship-

St Andrew

23
10-12 Tutoring —
CR&Rm38

6:15 Cherub- FH

30
10-12 Tutoring —
CR&Rm38

12 WAM-quilters

7 Sanctuary Choir

10

7 Sanctuary Choir

17
12 WAM-quilters

5-10 IHOP-Organ
fundraiser
7 Sanctuary Choir

24
Office closes at noon.

5 Family Worship
7 Candlelight
Worship
11Candlelight
Worship

31
Office closes at
noon.

4

FH

Friday Saturday
5
9-12 Friday School-
1-3 Andy’s
3 Girl Scouts-CR Attic/youth

7 Clutterers
7-9 Hispanic Ch.-
FH,CR,Rms8 &9

11

3 Girl Scouts — CR
7 Clutterers

7-9 Hispanic Ch.-
FH,CR,Rms8 &9

18
3 Girl Scouts - CR
7 Clutterers

7-9 Hispanic Ch.-
FH,CR,Rms8 &9

25

Office Closed

Christmas Party-
FH

12

19
8-12 CHURCH
WORK DAY

O’Camb-FH

26
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St. Andrew Lutheran Church

11345 Miller Road, Whittier, CA 90604
(562) 944-1148 and 9441188 Fax: (562) 944-2313

Website: www.standrewlutheranchurch.org
Email:Office@standrewlutheranchurch.org.

A congregation of the ELCA — Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (Presiding Bishop Mark
Hanson), Pacifica Synod (Bishop Murray Finck), Rejoice Conference.
See www.elca.org and www.pacificasynod.org

St. Andrew's Mission Statement
We are people of prayer

and a Christ-centered caring community of the one Christian church.
The Holy Spirit leads us to be Bible-based life-long learners (disciples of Jesus),
faithful witnesses and world servants for Christ.
We joyfully share the grace and gifts of God with all people.

Sunday Worship Hours / [l K%
8:15 a.m. Led musically by our organist e A’%,»% Q’%
10:30 a.m.  Led musically by our Rejoice Band % i g’ '

Ministers: Every Member and Our Staff —

Organist: Jerry Holmes  Choir Director: Marie Bucoy  Rejoice Band Director: George Simmons
Minister of Children's Choirs: Emily Bruhns
Youth and Family Minister: Sean Cronin
Adult Education: Marsha Ehlers  Administrative Assistant: Mary Jo DiRuscio
Wedding Coordinator: Dolores York
Pastor — H.G. “Skip” McComas

Our Mission Is Local and Global

We invite you to get involved in one of our teams: Worship and Music, Education and Youth, Evangelism, Global Mission, Hunger Justice,
Caregiving Ministry,
Stewardship, and Property.
Local ministries include supporting the Intercommunity Counseling Center (562-698-1272), the Interfaith Food
Center (562-903-1478), First Day ministry with the homeless
and Lutheran Social Services.
We are a Stephen Ministry congregation and a Jubilee congregation.
“Global Mission Connections” are with:
Bradn & Natasha Buerkle, Matvey & Martin in St. Petersburg, Russia and
We invite you to join us on our mission trips, Bible and daily food ministries in
Pachacamac, Peru!


www.standrewlutheranchurch.org 
www.elca.org
www.pacificasynod.org

