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people of prayer
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world servants for Christ

Special Dates for
December:

December 5—12
Cold Weather Shelter

December 7—

6:15pm—Soup

Supper—Shepherd of
the Hills

7:00 Advent Worship

ST. ANDREW
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

The Heartbeat

December 11—4 pm

One Starry Night
Event

December 14—

6:15pm—Soup

Supper—Salem
7:00 Advent Worship

December 17—9 am
Work Party

December 18—6 pm

Sing Noel! Concert

December 21—7 pm

Blue Christmas
Service

December 21- Reflective Service (Blue Christmas)
7:00 pm in the Chapel

Christmas Eve—December 24
5:00 pm—Family Worship led by the Praise Band
Sunday School Program
7:00 pm—Candlelight Worship

11:00 pm—Candlelight Worship with Choir and
Handbells

Christmas Day—December 25

9:30 am—Worship Service

“A little child will lead them.”

Isaiah 11:6, NIV

December

2011

St. Andrew’s
Mission Statement

We are people of
prayer and a Christ-
centered caring commu-
nity of the one Christian
church.

The Holy Spirit leads us
to be Bible-based life-
long learners (disciples
of Jesus), faithful wit-
nesses and world ser-
vants for Christ.

We joyfully share the
grace and gifts of God
with all people.

Pastor’s Desk 2

Women’s Ministries |4

Prayer List 5
Youth 6,7
December 10

Volunteers




Note

From the ¢/Pastor
But those who do what is true come to the light, so it

may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done
in God. John 3: 21

Dear friends in Christ,

Our granddaughter, Makaela, has just turned eight.
If I’'m not mistaken that is about the age where I first
heard my friends whispering that there was no
Santa...that Santa wasn’t real. That, “On the night
before Christmas when all through the house, not a
creature was stirring, not even a mouse” was just a
made-up story. They said that Santa was really
mommy and daddy. I, wanting not to appear stupid,
said, “O sure...I knew that.” But when I got home I
asked my mom if Santa was real.

One of the first tough questions parents have to an-
swer is about Santa’s real existence. The evidence
under the Christmas tree would suggest that Santa is
real. And even though the character of Santa was
patterned after a real-life person, Saint Nicholas, the
jolly old man with the beautiful white beard and rosy
cheeks with a twinkle in his eye, is really a fictional-
ized parody of Saint Nicholas.

Santa has been made to be the commercial image of
Christmas used by department stores, on billboards,
on TV commercials, in cartoons and is the main
character in every Christmas parade. Yet we, as
Christians, know that Christmas is not about Santa,
but about “Christ.” We celebrate because God came
to earth himself in the form of a human baby
(Emmanuel, God with us) who grew into a man and
showed us who God truly is. That God is a God of
love and compassion and mercy and that God wants
the best for us and through Jesus promises that we
will never be separated from our God.

The story of Santa is the story of how one person
loves us and cares for us and brings us good things
once a year. The spirit of Santa comes alive through
the parents who show their love for their children
with the giving of gifts. That is the same way the
Spirit of Christ works for all of us. We’re called to
love all of God’s children, not just at Christmas, but
every day. The work of Santa only gets done
through the hearts of people who love their children,
just as God’s work gets done through the actions of
people who carry God’s Spirit of love.

In our Bible verse above we read that those who do
what is true (love others the way Christ loved us)
come to the light (of Christ) so it may be clearly
seen that their deeds have been done in God. Every-
thing we do is a reflection of our understanding of
God.

Let the evidence of our lives be like the evidence of
Christmas presents under the tree as we embody the
God’s Christmas Spirit throughout the year.

Have a great Advent season as you prepare for a
very Merry Christmas,

dfastor Skip

Blvy Christnas
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CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS; CARD,

In lieu of sending individual cards to members of the
congregation, please sign the Congregational Card in
the Narthex and donate the postage/card cost to the
Angel Fund. Make checks payable to St. Andrew
designated for Christmas Card/Angel Fund Project
and place them in the offering. Your greetings will be
acknowledged in the Christmas Day bulletin.

Angel Tree Project

Once again this year, St. Andrew will par-
ticipate in an “Angel Tree” service project
to provide Christmas gifts for children in
our community. These gifts will be distrib-
uted through the Interfaith Food Center. Be-
ginning Sunday, November 27, you’ll find
the Angel Tree in the narthex each Sunday.
You are invited to take one (or more) gift
tags, which will indicate the child’s gender
and age. Please return the tag, with a new,
unwrapped gift, to the bin in the narthex by
Sunday, December 11,

Thank you in advance for your
generous donations.

“One Starry Night” Advent Event

On Sunday, December 11, St. Andrew will
be hosting a fun, interactive, Advent event
for families and those of all ages. It’s called
“One Starry Night” and will take place from
4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the church. During the
first hour of the event, those attending will
be able to visit six “stations” representing
parts of the city of Bethlehem, where they
meet Bible-time characters and participate
in Advent activities. During the last hour
we’ll share a soup supper together.

Please plan to join us. ALL ages are wel-
come. There’s no cost to attend.

Please pick up a flyer and share this invita-
tion with your friends, family and neighbors!
Help is needed to provide
crock pots of soup, as
well as in sharing the
Christmas story by help-
ing out with station ac-
tivities. =5~ A
Sign up at the table in the ! e
Narthex or talk to Terri if nn n “rs
you’d like to help out!

Looking for Alternative Gifts?

There are several ways to give gifts that
“keep on giving” to those in need around
the world. Here are two of them:

ELCA Good Gifts—Support ministries with a
gift that can equip, nourish, nurture, heal,
inspire, respond or partner.

Elca.org/goodgifts (800) 638-3522

Heifer International—Life changing gifts
that bring promise to hungry families and
promise of a better life.

Heifer.org/catalog (800) 698-2511
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.CIRCLE NEWS

Esther Anna Circle — meets the 2nd Monday
of each month at 1:00 pm at the church -
Doris Johnson is the contact person.

Hannah Circle — meets the 4th Monday of
each month at 7:00 pm at a member’s home
— Terry Reimer is the contact person.

December Meeting will be on December 12
at 6pm at Sally Young’s.

Women'’s Ministry is responsible for the cof-
fee fellowship after each service on the 1st
Sunday of the month and the 5th Sunday (if
there is one)

December—Esther Anna Circle

KIVA Update

Our women'’s groups have funded over
$3,600 in loans to women entrepreneurs
around the world. Over 45 people have
been assisted with this program. Loans are
made and repaid at fantastic rates.

The name Kiva is based on a Swalhili word
“Kesho” which means “tomorrow”. The
original business plan was under KESHO—
it was later changed to Kiva based on an-
other Swahili word.

The program helps people help themselves
and shows amazing results!!

Worship Schedule

Advent Soup Supper and worship -
Wednesdays at 6:15 pm followed by Wor-
ship at 7:00 pm.

Nov 30—St. Andrew Hosts
Dec 7—Shepherd of the Hills Hosts
Dec 14—Salem Hosts

Cold Weather Shelter support—
December 5—December 12

Advent Event— “One Starry Night”
December 11—4—6 pm

Blue Christmas Service
December 21—7 pm

Christmas Eve:
December 24
5:00 pm Family Worship with
Children’s Program
7:00 pm Candlelight Worship
11:00 pm Candlelight Worship
With Choir, Handbells

Christmas Day—
December 25
9:30 am Worship Service

Thanks for
Worshiping With Us
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THIS TI‘*\—_‘MBNTH'S
birthdays

-

REQUESTS
FOR
PRAYER

Members of St. Andrew

Dec 1 Cara Reimer Dec 22 Zachary Serrano
Dec 6 Mitchell Petersen  Dec 23 Chris Allen

Dec 7 Sue Martin Dec 23 Stephanie Sipple
Dec 11 Linda Serrano Dec 27 Archie Headon
Dec 12 Eric Samaniego Dec 27 Leia Holden

Dec 13 Natalie Dickerson Dec 29 Mardie Heller

Dec 13 Tom Smith Dec 29 Liz Murphy
Dec 14 Irma Majeska Dec 30 Erin Hamby
Dec 15 Matt Barton Dec 31 James Johnson

Dec 16 Madison Biddle Dec 31
Dec 19 Art Revueltas
Dec 21 Lois Reinhold

Dec 21 Lowell Tunberg

Jasmine Simmons

o7 Ye

THIS |\ /] MONTH'S

anniversaries

Dec 30 Jim & Nancy White

Are our records correct? Do we have your
current information? Please let the office
know of any changes and/or corrections.

Jim Arend, Bill Benton, Ruth Caputo, Doris
Johnson, Shirley Kellison, Margaret Kersch,
Irma Majeska, JoAnne Thompson, Lowell Tun-
berg

Members of St. Andrew—Long Term

Doris Donoho, Barbara Dubois, Betty Headon,
Dan Lewis, Amy Rosario, Betty Skarda, Ann
Wilcox

Family & Friends

Jerry Ban, Lois Batchler, Lori Berg, Howard
Biddle, Justin Casper, Betty Cogdill, Cynthia
Crane, Greg Cugini, Susan Davis, Charlie Fry,
Herb Hanson, JoAnn Jaramillo, Margaret
Jorgensen, Matt Lacy, Jeannie Lazo, Kylee
Macintyre, Chris McClanathan, Vern Stewart,
Nancy Thompson, Dustie Wackerman

Family & Friends-Long term

Yolie Sharp, Myrna Smith, Roger Smith, Kari
Sortum

Note:
While we continue to lift up everyone on our
prayer | ist to Godods

stay as up-to-date and current as possible.
Please remember you can add anyone to our
prayer list at any time, or call with updates
about how to pray for them. Prayers of praise
for answered prayers are joyfully welcomed.

Thank you for your faithful prayers. We will

keep each person on
the list for 3 months, \\ %R:
Cud
0 yswers

unless you request oth-
raiers

erwise. Long term re-
quests will be kept until
there is a request to re-
move them.

The Heartbeat
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What 0s happening with thle
Youth? )
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- Weekly Happenings :
; Andy's Attic - Sundays @ 9:30am CONFIRMATION ° Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm ;
- Primary - Sundays @ 9:30 AM -
° ELEVATE - Sundays @ 9:30 am StAT..C. - Sundays from 6 -8 pm i
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St.Andrew Sunday School

We have started our new unit on Advent
and Christmas during the Sunday School
Hour. We are learning about Jesus birth
and how it was foretold, and how people
found out about it. You may have even
seen a couple of angels floating around.

We are excited to have Jenny Samaniego
directing our Christmas program - “Aaron,
the Allergic Shepherd”. The program will
be presented at the 5 pm service on Christ-
mas Eve. We are practicing the songs on
Sunday mornings along with the following
rehearsals:

Sunday Dec. 11-8pm
Saturday Dec. 17 10 aimoon
Sunday Dec 18 during Sunday School hour

On December 18 we will have our annual
Christmas party during the Sunday School
hour with an opportunity to have pictures
taken with Santa, deco-
rate a cookie and play
some games.

The children will be
singing a song from the
program during the
church services.

December Confirmation Classes

Confirmation classes continue to be held
on Wednesday evenings during Advent
from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. on December 7, 14,
and 21 in Room 5. We will take time off for
Christmas break on Wednesday, December
28" and January 4",

St.A.T.1.C. High School Youth
Nights!

In December, because of some of the
events listed elsewhere, our regular StATIC
Sunday evenings look a bit different. Al-
though we won’t meet at our regular time
on December 4" and 11*", we WILL meet on
Sunday, December 18" at 6:00 p.m. Watch
for more details to come! We will NOT meet
on Sundays, December 25" and January 15t
due to Christmas and New Year’s Days!

ThankYou for the Fleece!

Thanks to the generous donations from mem-
bers of St. Andrew and Emanuel Lutheran, La
Habra, we received enough fleece to make 35
blankets to be donated to the La Habra Commu-
nity Resource Care Center for those in our com-
munity! Over half the blankets were made on
November 20th and delivered that same week.
We will continue to work on these until they are
all complete! Thanks for your support!

The Heartbeat
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December Combined Youth Events
During the month of December, we have a
number of special events and service op-
portunities that are open to both our junior
high and senior high youth AND their
friends. If you have questions about any of
these events, please contact Terri Robert-
son at 951.205.1391 or by e-mail at
terri.robertson62@gmail.com

Enjoy a FREE Concert & Help Fight Hunger!
On Sunday, December 4", ELCA Youth
Gathering artists AGAPE* (David Scherer
and Rachel Kurtz) will be coming to South-
ern California on their “Citizens with the
Saints” tour to benefit ELCA World Hunger
Appeal. They will be performing in a FREE
concert at 4:00 pm at Christ Lutheran
Church in West Covina. Youth and adults
are encouraged to attend.

Want to attend and get a chance to see
what goes on behind the scenes? We will be
leaving St. Andrew at 1:30 p.m. in order to
meet with the artists when they arrive. We’ll
return after the concert around 7:30 p.m.
Dinner is on me for those who help out!
Please bring money for a freewill offering
for World Hunger and some canned goods
to donate. In order to plan for drivers,
please let me know ASAP if you would like
to come with us!

Prepare & Serve a Meal to Those in Need!
On Wednesday, December 7%, St. Andrew
youth are invited to help prepare and serve
the evening meal at the Whittier Area Cold
Weather Shelter at Whittier Church of God
(12302 Beverly Blvd., Whittier — at the cor-
ner of Beverly and Citrus.)

Your help is needed beginning at 5:45 p.m.
to prepare the evening meal. We’ll begin
serving the guests at 7:00 p.m. Please plan
to come for as much of the evening as you
are able. Your parents are invited to help,
too. Please let me know if you plan to help
out so | can be sure we have enough people
to serve. We’ll meet at the shelter. If you
need a ride there or home, please let me
know.

Youth Christmas All-Nighter!

On Friday, December 16 through Saturday,
December 17, both junior and senior high
youth are invited to join other local Lu-
theran youth for a Christmas All-Nighter at
the Center for Youth Ministries at St. Olaf
Lutheran in Garden Grove (wait until you
see this place, it’s amazing!) There will be a
community scavenger hunt, a “white ele-
phant” gift exchange, worship on the laby-
rinth, movies, food, drink, and lots of ways
to make new friends.

We’ll meet at St. Andrew at 5:00 p.m. on Fri-
day and return at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday.
The cost is just $10. See me to get a flyer
with details about what to bring. If you
would like to come with us, please let me
know by Sunday, December 11", if possi-
ble!

ELCA 2012 Youth Gathering in New Orleans

It’s official — as of November 18", we have a
group of 6 youth and 2 adults (representing
St. Andrew and 2 other congregations) at-
tending the ELCA Youth Gathering together
in New Orleans July 18-20, 2012.

If you are a youth (or parent of a youth) in
grades 8-12 and didn’t register yet, but
have decided you’d like to, please contact
Terri as soon as possible, so we can still
add you to our group.

We’ll have information available this month
about ways you can
help our St. Andrew
youth attend this
gathering through
your much-needed
financial support and
prayers.

citizens with the saints
Ephesians 2:14-20
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CHURCLE

Dear Members of St. Andrew.

We have a budget! Option B was passed by
over a 70% majority at our Congregational
Budget Meeting on November 13, 2011. Con-
gratulations. Your faith and your loving hearts
have shown that we, at St Andrew, can “pay it
forward.”

The Option B Budget, in a nutshell, gives us a
bookkeeper/receptionist, and increases our
yearly needed contributions by $6000 Yet, even
with our increase in faith giving we would still
have a $4,500 deficit.

So what does this mean for all of us here at St
Andrew Lutheran Church? By this vote, we
have shown that our members have faith that
our weekly contributions will increase by 3%-
5% if we do not want a deficit at the end of the
year.

Now you may ask, “How can | increase my
weekly offering by 3-5%7? Isn’t that asking too
much from us?” I'll try to explain that this is
quite easy, but as | am not a math person, I’ll
explain it as if you are willing to give a 5% in-
crease in giving. (3% would take too much math
for me.)

*If you give $1.00 a week in your white
envelope, a 5% increase would mean you would
give $1.05 each week or 20 cents more per
month.

*If you give $10.00 each week in your
white envelope, a 5% increase would mean you
would give $10.50 per week, or $2.00 more per
month.

*If you give $25.00 each week in your
white envelope, a 5% increase would mean you
would give $26.25 or $5.00 more per month.

*If you give $100.00 per week in your
white envelope, a 5% increase would mean you
would give $105.00 or $20.00 more per month.

See? ltisn’t asking you to sacrifice much more
than you already are, it means that you have put
your faith into your hearts and also into your
“pockets” and are willing to “pay it forward.”

Let us show that we are “People of prayer, life-
long learners, world servants for Christ and
faithful witnesses.”

God bless you,

Barbara Revueltas
President of St. Andrew Church Council

Thrivent Choice Dollars

As a Thrivent member you may be offered
an opportunity to direct Choice Dollars to
the qualifying Lutheran Organization of
your choice. These dollars are made avail-
able by Thrivent at no costto you. The
funds are distributed to members as a gen-
erous donation from Thrivent.

You may remember “Helping Hands” and
“Matching Dollars” that Thrivent provided in
the past. This is a program to replace
those programs.

St. Andrew is a qualifying organization and
several members have directed funds
through this program. The church council
will decide on where to use the funds as
needs are recognized.

Direct your Choice Dollars today—and help
Thrivent make a difference where it matters
most to you.

Thrivent has sent us $4,882 in 2011. Thank
you Thrivent for your generosity.

La MiradaVocal Arts presents:
Sing Noel!

Vivaldi’s Gloria—Christmas Readings and
Carols.

Sunday, December 18, 2011 6:00 pm

For more info visit:
www.lamiradavocalarts.com
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ThankYou!

We received the following letter from the
Interfaith Food Center:

Dear St. Andrew Friends,

At the Interfaith Food Center, it’s all about
helping those in need. Your incredibly gen-
erous donation of $330.00 will help families
and individuals get the food assistance they
otherwise wouldn’t be able to afford. | want
to say thank you on behalf of the hundred's
of families you are helping with your contri-
bution.

We look forward to sharing the program’s
success with you in our newsletter. In the
meantime, if you would like to schedule a
visit to see, firsthand, the difference your
giftis making, please contact us.

Sincerely,

Amy L. Catt
Executive Director
Interfaith Food Center

Pictorial Directory

Have you had your picture taken for our
new directory yet? We would like to finish
up the process by December 20, 2011. The
photographer (Paul Mitzen) is available in
room 1 after both services. NO appoint-
ment needed—and it only takes a few min-
utes. If you cannot get it done on a Sunday,
give his assistant (Kathy) a call to set up an
appointment for an evening during the
week.

The number is (662) 697-5496.

We hope to have the new directory with the
new year!!
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The crowd lines up for food!

Terri presents award to “Jonah”
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assigned date.

Worship Service Volunteers for December 2011
Thank you for serving at our worship services. Please notify the office if you cannot serve on the

8:15 Service |Greeters Readers Communion Ushers
Assistants
December 4 Grace Christiansen |Marsha Ehlers Joy Defeo Charles Niemi

Marsha Ehlers

Sam Defeo
Mardie Heller
Chris Allen

Ken Christiansen
Don Fosburg
Jim Johnson

December 11

Margie Murphy

Emily Bruhns

Jan Beardslee

Charles Niemi

Emily Bruhns Ken Christiansen
Don Fosburg
Jim Johnson
December 18 Jim Whyte Dave Dickerson Ruth Ali Hassan Charles Niemi
Nancy Whyte Ken Christiansen
Don Fosburg
Jim Johnson
10:30 Service |[Greeters Readers Communion Ushers
Assistants
December 4 Suzanne Thompson | Paul Mitzen Kathy Mitzen Virtus Bartels
Jennifer Oertel Bill Burns
Jerry Dagen
December 11 Marie Jorgensen Betty Dagen Cindy Barton Rob Young

Sharon Pollard

Dave, Josh Klyde

December 18 Erin Fonvergne Erin Fonvergne Kelly Cronin Virtus Bartels
Jan Wolverton Bill Burns
Jerry Dagen
Christmas Eve |Greeters Readers Communion Ushers
December 24 Assistants
5:00 Family Erin Fonvergne
Service
7:00 Candlelight Jan Beardslee Leila Klyde David, Josh Klyde

Service

Jan Beardslee

11:00 Candlelight Chris Allen
Service
December 25 Greeters Readers Communion Ushers
Christmas Day Assistants
9:30 am Sam Defeo Erin Fonvergne
Service Jan Beardslee
T'he Heartbeat 10 December 2011
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St. Andrew Lutheran Church

. No#Profit Org.
11345 Miller Road, U.S. Postage
Whittier, CA 90604 PAID
(562) 944-1148 and 944-1188 Permit No. 348
Fax: (562) 944-2313 Whittier, California

Website: www.standrewlutheranchurch.org

Change Service
Email: Office@standrewlutheranchurch.org. g
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Sunday Worship Hours
8:15 a.m. Liturgical Service with Organ
9:30 a.m. Education Hour all ages
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service with Rejoice Band

Ministers: Every Member and Our Staff
Pastor — H.G. “Skip” McComas
Youth and Family Minister: Terri Robertson
Organist: Jerry Holmes Choir Director: Antone Rodich Rejoice Band Director: George Simmons
Adult Education: Marsha Ehlers
Wedding Coordinator: Dolores York

Our Mission Is Local and Global

Local ministries include supporting the Intercommunity Counseling Center (562-698-1272),
the Interfaith Food Center (562-903-1478),
First Day ministry with the homeless and Lutheran Social Services.
We are a Stephen Ministry congregation and a Jubilee congregation.
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