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Mission Statement 
 

We are people of 

prayer and a Christ-

centered caring commu-

nity of the one Christian 

church. 

The Holy Spirit leads us 

to be Bible-based life-

long learners (disciples 

of Jesus), faithful wit-

nesses and world ser-

vants for Christ. 

We joyfully share the 

grace and gifts of God 

with all people. 

Special Dates for 

December:  

 

 

December 5 ð12 

Cold Weather Shelter 

 

December 7 ð 

6:15pmðSoup  

SupperðShepherd of 
the Hills 

7:00 Advent Worship 

 

December 11ð4 pm  

One Starry Night 
Event 

 

December 14ð

6:15pmðSoup  

SupperðSalem 

7:00 Advent Worship 

 

December 17ð9 am 

Work Party 

 

December 18ð6 pm 

Sing Noel! Concert 

 

December 21ð7 pm  

Blue Christmas  

Service 

 

 

December 21 ð Reflective Service (Blue Christmas)  

7:00 pm in the Chapel  

 

Christmas Eve ñDecember 24  

5:00 pmñFamily Worship led by the Praise Band  

 Sunday School Program  

7:00 pmñCandlelight Worship  

11:00 pmñCandlelight Worship with Choir and 
Handbells  

 

Christmas Day ñDecember 25  

9:30 amñWorship Service  
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But those who do what is true come to the light, so it 

may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done 

in God.  John 3: 21 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

Our granddaughter, Makaela, has just turned eight. 

If Iôm not mistaken that is about the age where I first 

heard my friends whispering that there was no 

Santaéthat Santa wasnôt real. That, ñOn the night 

before Christmas when all through the house, not a 

creature was stirring, not even a mouseò was just a 

made-up story. They said that Santa was really 

mommy and daddy. I, wanting not to appear stupid, 

said, ñO sureéI knew that.ò But when I got home I 

asked my mom if Santa was real. 

 

One of the first tough questions parents have to an-

swer is about Santaôs real existence. The evidence 

under the Christmas tree would suggest that Santa is 

real. And even though the character of Santa was 

patterned after a real-life person, Saint Nicholas, the 

jolly old man with the beautiful white beard and rosy 

cheeks with a twinkle in his eye, is really a fictional-

ized parody of Saint Nicholas. 

 

Santa has been made to be the commercial image of 

Christmas used by department stores, on billboards, 

on TV commercials, in cartoons and is the main 

character in every Christmas parade. Yet we, as 

Christians, know that Christmas is not about Santa, 

but about ñChrist.ò We celebrate because God came 

to earth himself in the form of a human baby 

(Emmanuel, God with us) who grew into a man and 

showed us who God truly is. That God is a God of 

love and compassion and mercy and that God wants 

the best for us and through Jesus promises that we 

will never be separated from our God. 

 

 

 
 

 
The story of Santa is the story of how one person 

loves us and cares for us and brings us good things 

once a year. The spirit of Santa comes alive through 

the parents who show their love for their children 

with the giving of gifts. That is the same way the 

Spirit of Christ works for all of us. Weôre called to 

love all of Godôs children, not just at Christmas, but 

every day. The work of Santa only gets done 

through the hearts of people who love their children, 

just as Godôs work gets done through the actions of 

people who carry Godôs Spirit of love. 

 

In our Bible verse above we read that those who do 

what is true (love others the way Christ loved us) 

come to the light (of Christ) so it may be clearly 

seen that their deeds have been done in God. Every-

thing we do is a reflection of our understanding of 

God. 

 

Let the evidence of our lives be like the evidence of 

Christmas presents under the tree as we embody the 

Godôs Christmas Spirit throughout the year. 

 

Have a great Advent season as you prepare for a 

very Merry Christmas, 

 

Pastor Skip 
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Angel Tree Project  
 

Once again this year, St. Andrew will par-
ticipate in an òAngel Treeó service project 
to provide Christmas gifts for children in 
our community. These gifts will be distrib-
uted through the Interfaith Food Center. Be-
ginning Sunday, November 27 th, youõll find 
the Angel Tree in the narthex each Sunday. 
You are invited to take one (or more) gift 
tags, which will indicate the childõs gender 
and age. Please return the tag, with a new, 
unwrapped gift, to the bin in the narthex by 
Sunday, December 11 th.  
 
Thank you in advance for your  
generous donations.  

òOne Starry Nightó Advent Event 
 

On Sunday, December 11 th, St. Andrew will 
be hosting a fun, interactive, Advent event 
for families and those of all ages. Itõs called 
òOne Starry Nightó and will take place from 
4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  at the church. During the 
first hour of the event, those attending will 
be able to visit six òstationsó representing 
parts of the city of Bethlehem, where they 
meet Bible -time characters and participate 
in Advent activities. During the last hour 
weõll share a soup supper together.  
 
Please plan to join us. ALL ages are wel-
come. Thereõs no cost to attend.  
 
Please pick up a flyer and share this invita-
tion with your friends, family and neighbors! 
Help is needed to provide 
crock pots of soup, as 
well as in sharing the 
Christmas story by help-
ing out with station ac-
tivities.  
Sign up at the table in the 
Narthex or talk to Terri if 
youõd like to help out! 
 

Looking for Alternative Gifts?  

 
There are several ways to give gifts that 
òkeep on givingó to those in need around 
the world.  Here are two of them:  

 

ELCA Good Gifts ñSupport ministries with a 
gift that can  equip, nourish, nurture, heal, 
inspire, respond or partner.  

Elca.org/goodgifts   (800) 638 -3522  

 

Heifer International ñLife changing gifts 
that bring promise to hungry families and 
promise of a better life.  

Heifer.org/catalog   (800) 698 -2511  


