facehful witnesses

people of prayer

world servants for Christ
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Special Dates for
December:

December598 12
Cold Weather Shelter

December 7 8

6:15pmd Soup

Supperd Shepherd of
the Hills

7:00 Advent Worship

December 118 4 pm

One Starry Night
Event

December 149
6:15pmd_Soup
Supperd Salem

7:00 Advent Worship

December 178 9 am
Work Party

December 183 6 pm

St And
Mission Statement

We arepeople of

prayer and a Christ
centered caring commy
nity of the one Christia
church.

The Holy Spirit leads u
to be Biblebasedife-
long learners(disciples
of Jesus)faithful wit-
nesseandworld ser-
vants for Christ.

We joyfully share the
grace and gifts of God

Sing Noel! Concert

December 218 7 pm

Blue Christmas
Service

December 21 & Reflective Service (Blue Christmas)
7:00 pm in the Chapel

Christmas Eve i December 24
5:00 pm fi Family Worship led by the Praise Band

Sunday School Program
7:00 pm i Candlelight Worship

11:00 pm fi Candlelight Worship with Choir and
Handbells

Christmas Day i December 25

9:30 am i Worship Service

“A little child will lead them.”

Isaiah 11:6, NIV

with all people.
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Prayer List 5
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Note

The story of Santa is the story of how one persomn
loves us and cares for us and brings us good things
once a year. The spirit of Santa comes alive throjugh

From the ¢/Pastor the parents who show their love for their children

with the giving of gifts. That is the same way the
But those who do what is true come to the light, $oftSpi r i t of Chri st wor ks f
may be clearly seen that their deeds have beendone ove all of Goddéds chilldr

in God. John 3: 21

Dear friends in Christ,

t.
a

Our granddaughter, Makaela, has just turned eig
I f 1 d6m not mistaken t
heard my friends whispering that there was no
Santaéthat Santa wasn
before Christmas when all through the house, n
creature was stirring,
madeup story. They said that Santa was really
mommy and daddy. I, wanting not to appear stupi
said, AO sureél knew t
asked my mom if Santa was real.
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One of the first tough questions parents have to
swer is about Santaods

under the Christmas tree would suggest that Sar
real. And even though the character of Santa wa
patterned after a redéfe person, Saint Nicholas, the
jolly old man with the beautiful white beard and r
cheeks with a twinkle in his eye, is really a fiction
ized parody of Saint Nicholas.

Santa has been made to be the commercial imag
Christmas used by department stores, on billboa
on TV commercials, in cartoons and is the main

character in every Christmas parade. Yet we, as
Christians, know that Christmas is not about Santa,
but about AChrist. o We
to earth himself in the form of a human baby
(Emmanuel, God with us) who grew into a man 3
showed us who God truly is. That God is a God ¢
love and compassion and mercy and that God w
the best for us and through Jesus promises that
will never be separated from our God.
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every day. The work of Santa only gets done
through the hearts of people who love their childy
just as Godds work get
people who carry Godods

en,
S

in our Bibleavbrse @bdove twé read that thosewrhe
what is true (love others the way Christ loved us
came @ the light (of&hrist) s@ iOmay e blearlyn|i g h
seen that their deeds have been done in God. Eyery-
tthing we eovisarreflectiomad eusuaderstandirgy offj u s
God.

doe

et thedevidncé of ¥uhIigeB bellike thé dvideRcel BT e
Christmas presents under the tree as we embody the
Godos Christmas Spirit

$lavé a gPedt AdvénEsBa8dh as ydulprepare fori ad e n
¥ery Merry Christmas,

Pastor Skip
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By Chistmas
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Angel Tree Project

Once again this year, St. Andrew will par-
ticipate in an O0Angel
to provide Christmas gifts for children in

our community. These gifts will be distrib-

uted through the Interfaith Food Center. Be-
ginning Sunday, November 27 ™,y ou o |
the Angel Tree in the narthex each Sunday.

You are invited to take one (or more) gift
tags, which wil/ i ndi c
and age. Please return the tag, with a new,
unwrapped gift, to the bin in the narthex by
Sunday, December 11 ™.

Thank you in advance for your
generous donations.

0One Starry Nighto
On Sunday, December 11 ™, St. Andrew will
be hosting a fun, interactive, Advent event
for families and thoseg
00One Starry Nightodé and
4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the church. During the
first hour of the event, those attending will
be able to visit six a0
parts of the city of Bethlehem, where they
meet Bible -time characters and participate
in Advent activities. During the last hour
wedll share a soup sup
Please plan to join us. ALL ages are wel-
come. Thereds no cost
Please pick up a flyer and share this invita-
tion with your friends, family and neighbors!
Help is needed to provide
crock pots of soup, as
well as in sharing the
Christmas story by help-
ing out with station ac-
tivities.
Sign up at the table in the
Narthex or talk to Terri if
youdd |Iike to help out
r eleOkiafprAlternative Gifts? ¢
There are several ways to give gifts that
okeep on givingdé to th

thé iofdd Here are two of them:

EleCA Gdoe Gifts Hi iSupgait sinigfreesvdtiear
gift that can equip, nourish, nurture, heal,
inspire, respond or partner.

Elca.org/goodgifts (800) 638 -3522

Heifer International A Life changing gifts
that bring promise to hungry families and
promise of a better life.

Heifer.org/catalog (800) 698 -2511
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