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For our prayers 
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   St. Andrew 

 

 

Worship Leader Schedule 

 

 

November calendar 

 

 

Pray/Participate: 

 

2

nd

–   Ministry Team Meetings 

 

7

th

-8

th

 – Women’s Retreat to 

              Lake Arrowhead 

 

11

th

 -   Veterans Day –  

               Office Closed 

 

13

th

 & 20

th

 -  Whittier  

                  Christian School  

                  at St. Andrew 

 

19

th

  -  IHOP Fundraiser,  

            5-10pm – Whittwood  

            Town Center 

 

24

th

 -    Interfaith Food Center  

            Thanksgiving Food   

            Distribution, 8am-2pm 

 

25

th

 – Thanksgiving Eve  

           Service, 7pm 

 

26

th 

– Thanksgiving Day 

 

30

th

 -   St. Andrew starts  

            serving at the Cold  

            Weather Shleter 

 

 

ST.  ANDREW 

HEARTBEAT 

 ANDREW 

HEARTBEAT 

    November 2009 

Pledge Sunday 

November 1, 2009 
 

Bring your Pledge Cards to the Altar as we celebrate the Saints who 

have gone before us and honor their commitment to our church and to 

God. Extra Pledge Cards will be available if you forget yours. 

 

 

Congregational Budget Meeting 

November 22, 2009 
11:45 AM 

At this very important meeting, we will adopt an annual budget for 

2010. There will be some difficult decisions we need to make about the 

future of St Andrew. Please put this meeting on your calendars today. 

 

 

Welcome Churches Advent  

Wednesdays 
St. Andrew, Salem and Shepherd of the Hills will celebrate Advent 

Wednesdays on December 2, 9 and 16. We will begin with a light 

supper at 6:30 and worship will be from 7:15 to 7:45. We will be at 

Shepherd on the 2

nd

, Salem on the 9

th

 and St Andrew on the 16

th

. 

 

 

Decorate Rose Parade Floats 

 

St Andrew will help decorate Rose Parade Floats on December 19

th

 and 

December 31

st

. This is an amazing experience. We get to work on the 

floats and then watch them come to life as we place the final flowers on 

our floats on the 31

st

. For more details contact Pastor Skip or Sean. 

 

www.StAndrewLutheranChurch.org
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Me and the DMV 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

I think every adult has a story to tell about their experience(s) at the DMV. Whether you are renewing 

your driver’s license or registering a new or used car or any of the other reasons you need to be at the 

DMV, it’s always a humbling experience…at least it is for me. 

 

This August I received a notice that I needed to renew my driver’s license. The last time I had to renew, 

they sent me a form and then renewed my license for TEN years…without taking another of the fabulous 

photographs that adorn all of our licenses. That was my best experience with the DMV. 

 

Anyway, how hard can it be to renew your license? Well, the first and best piece of information I received 

was to make an appointment. I could do it on-line. It worked like a charm. When the time came for my 

appointment, I could not find a parking place in the DMV huge parking lot. When I finally walked into the 

building, it was packed with hundreds of people…many of them looking confused, some looked resigned to 

their fate and some looked angry. I was part of the “confused.”  

 

I did finally find my window (what else do you call them?) and received my number, F113. I have to admit, 

it seemed the DMV had an excellent system for calling numbers to their windows…it’s just that it can take 

over an hour and sometimes two to be called. But because I had an appointment, I only waited fifteen 

minutes. Awesome! 

 

I went to my station (ah, that’s a better word than window), and gave my best smile to the DMV employee 

and received a blank stare back…(can you imagine how many people these workers see every day?) Things 

seemed to be going well until we got to the eye exam. Now I’m legally blind in my left eye (correctable to 

only 20/400) since I can remember. Well, that did it. I was now outside of the parameters of the “system.” 

Trouble. I now need a note (actually a government form) from my eye doctor stating that I can see good 

enough to drive a car. 

  

Long story short, I saw my eye doctor, made another appointment with the DMV (in three weeks). Upon 

arriving I parked in a separate lot, made it in (now I know the routine) and instead of being confused, now 

that I am a veteran, I look bored. I finally get to my station and am told I have to take a driving test. 

AHHHHHHHH! My driving test is scheduled for the first week in November, so this story will need to be 

continued. I hope while I’m still driving. 

 

Once again, I’m reminded that I’m not in control, even though I want to be. Sometimes I need to go 

through the pain, or the obstacles before I experience the end result and make judgment about my 

situation. Maybe that’s why God has given us free will.  To experience what life throws at us so we 

understand that we are not God…we are not in control. And maybe the lesson for me (and us) is to let go, 

do the best I can and let God do the rest. Perhaps then I can experience his peace. 

 

May God grant you the wisdom of his peace, 

 

Pastor Skip  
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         We Are People of Prayer 

 

Remember in Prayer 

Members of St. Andrew 

Heinz Buchholz (Parkinson’s Disease rigidity), Kaila Dawn (severe asthma); Zachary Dawn (seizures); Char 

Defeo (cancer treatment);  Doris Donoho; Yvonne Downs (olivopontocerebellar atrophy-hereditary); Barbara 

DuBois (MS-at Royal Court); Adele Fosburg (Monaco Crest Guest Home), Hannelore Genteman (continued 

healing); Betty Headon; Del Hopkins; Doris Johnson (back & leg pain); Shirley Kellison (urology problems, 

anemia); Dan Lewis (cancer treatment); Sandy McElrath (hip replacement surg. 11/3); Garry McMurray 

(continued healing); Joel Peters (head and spine injuries); Betty Richter; Kathy Robson (Wegeners 

granulomatosis); Amy Rosario (complications from Lyme Disease); Sally Sauer; Charlene Schneider; 

Carolyn Seely; Betty Skarda (continued healing); Lowell Tunberg (heart surg.-Mirada Hills Conv.); Levonne 

Webster (back-comp. discs & lung & breathing problems); Ann Wilcox; Joy Wolverton (liver cancer); William 

Young (Assisted Living, Garden Grove)  

 

Family & Friends 

Helen Anderson (arm & hand pain), Caleb Bryant (newborn-kidney disease), Amy Chidthai (surgery-tumor 

in inner ear & thyroid problem), Rozanna DeForest (ovarian cancer), John Dougherty (melanoma), Ann 

Marie Effert (knee injury); Roger Fitch (cancer), Tom Fox (brain tumor), Jim Freisen (prostate cancer), Rick 

Gay (51 yr. old-massive stroke), Ardis Gibson (cancer surg.), Linda Greiner (cancer), Kay Griffith (spot on 

lung), Brittney Hansen, Ruth Hansen (broken pelvis), Carl Henderson (cancer-esophagus), Barry Holden 

(colon cancer), Melody Mayfield (MS), Bernice Pakkala (Alzheimers), Susan Prieto (tests), Lucille Regehr 

(prayers), Trina Serrano (Whittier Hills Conv.), Family of Mary Skeers on her death, Cody Skidmore (knee 

injury), Myrna Smith, Roger Smith (eye), Kai Soholt (cancer treatment), Rose Stack (heart attack & by-pass 

surg.), Blake Stenback (going to Iraq), Lou Whitney (sudden blindness)  

 

Family & Friends-Long term 

Brian Earnest-AIDS, Mabel McKinney-chronic pneumonia, Kari Sortum-MS, Herb Webster-low blood 

pressure-pacemaker–lungs-COPD 

 

(Note: While we continue to lift up everyone on our prayer list to God’s love and care, we want to 

stay as up-to-date and current as possible. Please remember you can add anyone to our prayer 

list each month, or call us with updates about how to pray for them. Thank you for your faithful 

prayers.) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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St. Andrew Lutheran Church 

November Volunteers 

 

Readers and Communion Assistants 

Date Reader-8:15 Reader-10:30 Communion 

Assistant-8:15 

Communion 

Assistant-

10:30 

11/1 

 

Leah Reed Becky 

Sutherland 

Jan Beardslee Mardie Heller 

11/8 

 

Marolee Smith John Hoffman Carolyn 

Johnson 

Chris Allen 

11/15 Sam Defeo Betty Dagen Jeanie 

Anderson 

Irma Majeska 

11/22 Barbara 

Revueltas 

David 

Dickerson 

Diane Fort-

Woody 

Ruth Ali 

Hassan 

11/26 

Thanksgiving 

Eve 7:00pm 

Chris Allen  Betty Dagen  

11/29 

 

 Ruth Ali 

Hassan 

Marsha Ehlers Kelly Cronin 

 

 

Greeters 

Date 

 

8:15 8:15 10:30 10:30 

11/1 

 

Orma Lee 

Stiltz 

 Joan Smith Dave Smith 

11/8 

 

Martha Deane Carolyn 

Johnson 

Irma Majeska Ruth Ali 

Hassan 

11/15 Irene Mariscal Leah Reed Becky 

Sutherland 

Chris Allen 

11/22 Marianne 

Dickerson 

David 

Dickerson 

Betty Dagen Jerry Dagen 

11/26 

Thanksgiving 

Eve 7:00pm 

Betty Dagen Jerry Dagen   

 

If you are unable to serve, please trade with someone and call the church office to 

let Mary Jo know what the new schedule will be. 
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Ministries at St. Andrew 

 

Women’s Circle Meetings 

Esther Anna Circle – Monday, November 9, 1:00 p.m. – Rm. 5 

Hannah Circle – NO circle meeting in November  

Rebecca Circle – Tuesday, November 10, 9:30 a.m. – Rm. 5 

 

Cookie Exchange 

Save the date – Sunday, December 13, 3:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall – for the Women of the ELCA cookie 

exchange. Watch for more details! 

 

 

 

                               November Celebrations                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Women of the ELCA 

Thank Offering Sunday 

 

November 15, 4:00 p.m. 

Special Speaker 

Stephanie Edwards 

 

Reception to follow 

Everyone is welcome! 

Happy Birthday!      Happy Anniversary! 

2   Isla Holmes  13  Elena McComas  10 Tony & Jane Hamby 

4   Alisha Kresowski  14  Blanche Kahla  12 Ken & Raymonde Jahn  

5   Stephanie Barron  14  Katie Petersen  22 Don & Adele Fosburg 

5   Bryson Smith  14  Terry Reimer   

8   Barbara DuBois  16  Nancy Owen   

8   Cleo Ruschmeier  17  Betty Skarda   

9   Robert McKinney  19  Ernest Nesseth 

10 Betty Headon  21  Cindy Barton 

10 Garry McMurray  21  Joy Hoffman 

11 Mike Abbate  23  Jerry Dagen 

11 Amy Cronin  25  Kelly Biddle 

12 Margaret Bruhns  27  Ashley Isais 

    30  Don Scotvold 
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Homework Club 

Do you like to read with children? Encourage them to do their homework? Share your love and caring with 

them? Come be a Homework Club volunteer. You could help with homework, walk the children over to the 

church or help with refreshments. Call Sean or Kathy Mitzen for more information. Homework Club meets 

on Mondays and Wednesdays from 2:30 to 3:30. 

 

How Are We Doing? 

    Attendance          Tithes & Offering 

September 27                 166   $  3,536.00 

October 4                156       7,555.04 

October 11          173       4,820.00 

October 18           199              5,632.00 

October 25          178    $  4,449.74    

        $25,992.78  

Needed to meet budget (5 weeks) - $37,167.50 

 

Organ Fundraiser 

Our Organ Fundraisers will be at IHOP on Whittier Blvd. on the 3

rd

 Thursdays of each month. The next 

fundraiser will be on November 19

th

 from 5:00 – 10:00 p.m. Come and have dinner with your friends and 

benefit our Organ Fund at the same time! 

 

 

 

Pastor McComas and our dear friends at St. Andrew, 

Thanks to each of you for your lovely cards, words and support during the loss of our daughter Sandra. You 

have helped us through a very difficult time. 

 

     In Christ’s love, 

     Forrest & Verla Nielsen 

 

To our St. Andrew Family, 

Thank you all so much for your kind words, thoughts, prayers and deeds. We miss Bill dearly but know he is 

with our Lord and find comfort there. 

 

     Love, 

     Doris Donoho and family 

 

Dear St. Andrew Family, 

Thank you for all of your prayers and concerns for my sister, Mary Skeers, in her last few months of life. 

They meant a great deal to our family. 

 

     Edith Durbin 
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Holiday Food Drive 

The Interfaith Food Center is in need of items for Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for needy families in 

our area. The items needed are: canned and nonperishable items like stuffing, vegetables, pumpkin, 

canned milk as well as toys for Christmas gifts. They can always use dry pasta, beans and rice as well as 

peanut butter, jelly, cereal, baby food, formula, shampoo, soap, toothpaste, etc. You can bring the items to 

church and place in the collection box in the narthex. Thank you from your neighbors in need! 

 

 

 

Cold Weather Shelter 

St. Andrew will be participating in the Cold Weather Shelter from November 30

th

 to December 7

th

.  Please 

sign up to donate food, money or time. The sign-up sheets will be on the patio starting November 1

st

.  

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOS 

(Sharing Our Selves) 

A Ministry for Members of St. Andrew Lutheran Church 

If you or anyone you know in the congregation is in need 

of a little short-term help, please give our dedicated 

phone line a call and leave a message. 

562-906-4SOS (4767) 

We have volunteers ready to help with providing a ride, 

providing a meal, running an errand, small fix-it jobs or 

visiting a shut-in. 

 

We want to thank all the SOS volunteers and hope you 

will continue to help as needed. 
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November 2009 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 8:15 Worship 

9:20 Andy’s Attic, 

Elevate & Adult 

Class 

10:30 Worship 

1-4 Girl Scouts-FH 

5:30 Men’s 12 

Step-CR 

2  

 

5:30 Worship & 

Music-Rm 5 

7 Ministry Teams 

7 Handbells-choir 

rm. 

3  6am-9pm 

Election 

12 Plus 50’s FH 

6 Tapestry Bells 

7 Executive Team 

7 Rejoice Band, 

Men’s Bible & Boy 

Scouts 

4  

 

5 Junior Choir-Ch. 

rm 

5:45 Alpha-FH 

6 Confirmation-Rm 

5 

6:15 Cherub 

Choir-CR 

5  

12 WAM-quilters-

FH 

 

 

7 Sanctuary Choir-

Choir rm 

6  

 

12 Women to 

Arrowhead 

3-5 Girl Scouts-CR 

7 Clutterers-CR 

7  

7:30 Women to 

Arrowhead 

8  8:15 Worship 

9:20 Andy’s Attic, 

Elevate & Adult 

Class 

10:30 Worship 

5:30 Men’s 12 

Step-CR 

9 

1 Esther Anna-Rm 

5 

2:30 Homework 

Club-FH 

 

7 Handbells-choir 

rm 

10  9:30 Rebecca-

Rm 5 

10 La Leche-chapel 

6 Tapestry Bells 

6 Girl Scouts – FH 

7 Rejoice Band 

7 Men’s Bible, Boy 

Scts 

11  

Office Closed 

 

5:45 Alpha-FH 

(No choirs or 

confirmation) 

12  

12 WAM-quilters-

FH 

 

6:45 Girl Scouts-

FH 

7 Sanctuary Choir- 

Choir rm 

13  

9-12 Friday School 

 

3 Girl Scouts-CR 

7 Clutterers-CR 

14 

15  8:15 Worship 

9:20 Andy’s Attic, 

Elevate, Adult 

Class 

10:30 Worship 

5:30 Men’s 12 

Step-CR 

16  Heartbeat 

Deadline 

2:30 Homework 

Club-FH 

 

7 Handbells-choir 

rm 

17    Food 

distribution 

6 Tapestry Bells 

7 Church Council-

Rm5 

7 Rejoice Band 

7 Men’s Bible  

7 Boy Scouts 

18  10-WAT-FH 

2:30 Homework 

Club 

5 Junior Choir-Ch. 

Rm 

5:45 Alpha-FH 

6 Confirmationb-

Rm5 

6:15 Cherub-CR 

19  

12 WAM-quilters-

FH 

 

IHOP 5-10 

7 Sanctuary Choir-

Choir rm 

20  

9-12 Friday School 

3 Girl Scouts-CR 

5-9 Food Center 

dinner –FH 

7 Clutterers-CR 

21 

8-1 Pinewood 

Derby – FH 

 

5-9 Food Center-

FH 

22  Noisy Offering 

8:15 Worship 

9:20 Andy’s Attic, 

Elevate, Adult 

Class 

10:30 Worship 

5:30 Men’s 12Step-

CR 

23 

 

 

5-9 Food Center-

FH 

7 Handbells-choir 

rm 

24  8-2 & 3-8 Food 

Ctr food 

distribution 

1 Book Club 

6 Tapestry Bells 

7 Rejoice Band 

7 Men’s Bible, Boy 

Scts 

25  8-10 Food Ctr-

FH 

12 Altar Guild 

 

7 Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship 

26 

 

Office Closed 

27 

 

Office Closed 

28 

29  8:15 Worship 

9:20 Andy’s Attic, 

Elevate, Adult 

Class 

10:30 Worship 

5:30 Men’s 12 

Step-CR 

30 

Cold Weather 

Shelter 

(through 12/7) 

2:30 Homework 

Club-FH 

7 Handbells-choir 

rm 
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St. Andrew Lutheran Church 

       11345 Miller Road, Whittier, CA  90604 

(562) 944-1148 and 944-1188       Fax: (562) 944-2313 

  Website: www.standrewlutheranchurch.org 

                  Email:Office@standrewlutheranchurch.org.  

  

A congregation of the ELCA - Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (Presiding Bishop Mark  

Hanson), Pacifica Synod (Bishop Murray Finck), Rejoice Conference. 

See www.elca.org and www.pacificasynod.org 

 

 

St. Andrew’s Mission Statement 

We are people of prayer 

and a Christ-centered caring community of the one Christian church. 

The Holy Spirit leads us to be Bible-based life-long learners (disciples of Jesus), 

faithful witnesses and world servants for Christ. 

We joyfully share the grace and gifts of God with all people. 

 

Sunday Worship Hours 

8:15 a.m. Led musically by our organist 

10:30 a.m. Led musically by our Rejoice Band 

 

 

Ministers: Every Member and Our Staff – 

Organist: Jerry Holmes    Choir Director: Marie Bucoy     Rejoice Band Director: George Simmons 

Minister of Children’s Choirs: Emily Bruhns 

Youth and Family Minister: Sean Cronin 

Adult Education: Marsha Ehlers     Administrative Assistant: Mary Jo DiRuscio 

Wedding Coordinator: Dolores York 

Pastor – H.G. “Skip” McComas 

 

Our Mission Is Local and Global 

We invite you to get involved in one of our teams: Worship and Music, Education and Youth, Evangelism, Global 

Mission, Hunger Justice, Caregiving Ministry, 

Stewardship, and Property. 

Local ministries include supporting the Intercommunity Counseling Center (562-698-1272), the Interfaith Food Center 

(562-903-1478), First Day ministry with the homeless 

and Lutheran Social Services. 

We are a Stephen Ministry congregation and a Jubilee congregation. 

“Global Mission Connections” are with: 

Bradn & Natasha Buerkle, Matvey & Martin in St. Petersburg, Russia 

and 

We invite you to join us on our mission trips, Bible and daily food ministries in 

Pachacamac, Peru! 

www.standrewlutheranchurch.org 
www.elca.org
www.pacificasynod.org

