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Mission & Justice News 
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Pray/Participate: 

 

2

nd

-4

th

 – Church Campout 

 

3

rd

 -     Wedding, 4pm 

 

10

th

 -  Blessing of the Pets  

 at 10am 

 

           Wedding, 4pm 

 

23

rd

  -  Wedding, 4pm 

           Girls Night Out, 6pm    

 

25

th

 – Music Sunday, one  

 service at 9:30am 

 

           Trunk-or-Treat, 5-7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST.  ANDREW 

HEARTBEAT 

 ANDREW 

HEARTBEAT 

    October 2009 

“…there is nothing in all of creation that will ever be able to separate us from the love of God 

which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:39b 

 

Continue the Conversation 

Dear friends in Christ; 

 

As your pastor, I was a little apprehensive about our Informational Forum on September 

20

th

. I had been praying all week for our conversation to be led by the Holy Spirit and that 

we would be able to engage each other with the love of Christ. 

 

As we gathered for the meeting, I was impressed that over 130 people attended. The  

Fellowship Hall was filled with energy and I was thankful that it was positive and inquisitive 

energy. I know when there is a controversial subject to be discussed, anger and negative 

energy can also be felt. So I thanked God again and again for his presence. 

 

To be sure I knew that many of St Andrew members already had thought about the issue of 

Human Sexuality in the context of leadership within the church from a Biblical and a Justice 

perspective, and that there were concerns about how the Bible should be interpreted. There 

are good Lutheran Christians, believe it or not, that can read passages of the Bible and 

come up with different understandings. 

 

As our meeting began, our president Dave Dickerson reminded us that this was a time to 

go “slow ahead” and not a time to “abandon ship,” but a time to wait for the horizon to clear. 

Then after prayer, David turned the meeting over to our facilitator and teacher-moderator 

John Hoffman. John led us through the Biblical passages that are most controversial. He 

shared the different interpretative perspectives for each passage and then shared the 

questions and comments from the congregation that had been collected from the previous 

week. 

 

Many people shared comments and questions when the floor was opened. There were 

some concerns raised as to whether St Andrew had a voice in the process of the ELCA 

vote. The answer is that St Andrew sent three representatives to the Pacifica Synod 

Assembly in May (Sean Cronin, Raicheal Sutherland and myself) as voting members 

representing St Andrew. We voted on the Social Statement on Human Sexuality and the 

four resolutions that would be sent to the ELCA National Assembly. We also voted on the 

representatives who would represent the Pacifica Synod at the national assembly. 

 

When the meeting was concluded, the attending members did not have consensus and 

that’s OK if we can keep Christ (in which we have full consensus and cannot be separated 

from) at the center of our discussions. During our meeting, Christ was at the center. 

Because ultimately, as our Presiding Bishop, Mark Hanson says, “we all will meet at the 

foot of the cross.” 

 

My thanks to David Dickerson and the Church Council for making our Informational Forum 

possible and my special thanks to John Hoffman for shepherding us in his loving and caring 

inclusiveness and in helping us to continue the conversation. 

 

Blessings to you and your families from Pastor Skip 

 

www.StAndrewLutheranChurch.org
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St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Whittier CA 

We are people of prayer, life-long learners, faithful witnesses and world servants for Christ. 
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October 10 

Blessing of the Pets 

10:00 AM  

Last year we had dogs, a rabbit, guinea pigs and a bird! 

Come join us as we celebrate the gift of animals and pets in our life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 15 

Organ Fundraiser  

at I-Hop 

We’re almost there! We’ve already raised $30,000 out of 

the $35,000 we need to raise. Come join us for fun, food 

and funds (for the organ)! 

October 25 

Reformation/ 

Music Sunday 

 

O n e  S e r v i c e  –  O n e  S e r v i c e    

a t  9 : 3 0  A M  

 

This may be a new tradition at St Andrew. All our 

music groups will praise God during our worship. 

Salem Lutheran will be with us. Awesome! 

Don’t forget to wear red! 



Heartbeat 

 

 

 

St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Whittier CA 

We are people of prayer, life-long learners, faithful witnesses and world servants for Christ. 
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PULSE 

The 

What’s happening with 

the St. Andrew Youth? 

It’s that time of the year again! Time to dig out your Halloween decorations and clean out 

your trunk. Our 9

th

 Annual Trunk-or-Treat Bash will be Sunday, October 25

th

 from 5-7pm.  We 

will have food, games, crafts, music, a cakewalk, and more. We’ll then end the night Trunk-or-

Treating. If you haven’t experienced this yet, this is when the kids go around from car to car, 

in their NON-scary costumes, to receive treats. Your trunks are decorated in festive, creative 

ways. Once again we will have a prize & trophy for the ‘ Best Decorated Trunk!’ Everyone is 

invited, so be sure to mark the date on your calendars and invite your family, friends, 

classmates and neighbors to come and have a great time! 

 

WWeeeekkllyy  HHaappppeenniinnggss::  
 

*Andy’s Attic – Sundays @ 9:20am 
*ELEVATE! – Sundays @ 9:20am 

*St.A.T.I.C. – Sundays from 6-8pm 
*Confirmation – Wednesdays from 6-7pm 

*Junior Choir – Wednesdays @ 5pm 
*Cherub Choir – Thursdays @ 6pm 

 

 




